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Transitioning Back

Andrew P. and Ariel L.

Last year was out of the ordinary, filled with virtual, hybrid, and in-person classes. Some people 
weren?t in the building the entire year. The student population was smaller, as was the building. 
This year, though, Oak Hill is whole again, bigger than ever and off to an earlier start.

A new addition was built and finished just before school started. Team 6-3 is the primary 
occupant except for social studies teacher Mr. Bunting, who is in a classroom that already exists 
in the older part of the school.  There was a bit of last minute stress for teachers to get their 
classroom learning ready in time. ?The tables did not 
arrive until the day before school started,? said 6-3 
science teacher Ms. Cappio. ?The custodians were so 
extremely helpful during that time.? There is also a new 
fitness room next to the gym. ?Having the new fitness 
room will help to enhance the fitness curriculum,? said 
PE teacher Mr. Drinan. The new fitness room should 
also help improve class participation. Some students 
would prefer to do a workout than play sports in the 
gym. 

Importantly, upon the return back is the student?s 
opinions. A sampling of students were asked about their start of school. A small number  of 
students felt neutral about the school day starting earlier, 10% even preferred starting earlier. 
When asked if they liked school ending earlier, ¾ of students said they preferred it. This year, 
what is hardest for students is needing to wake up early, followed by homework. Out of sixth 
graders and new students, over half said that their first impression of the school was positive. As 

we are well into the school year, the normalcy continues! 



Oak Hill Teachers Respond to the Transition
Kieran M. and Theo Y.

We all know how it feels to do online learning and participate in classes on Zoom. However, this 
current year feels very different from our last year on computers. We?ve come back to school, 
fully in-person, with hardly any resemblance to remote learning. As a student, this all feels very 
familiar. But have you ever wondered about your teachers? experiences and thoughts about this 
whole transition and these wacky past two years? 

The transition was undeniably challenging but extremely rewarding for most teachers. ?I have 
been teaching school in person since September of last year, so I had the transition period then. 
I am so happy to have the whole school back full t ime!? said Special Education teacher Ms. 
Whalen. Music teacher Mr. Cutler spoke a bit about the challenges the transition posed. ?I would 
say that singing in Grade 6 and Grades 7-8 Choir with a mask is the biggest challenge. I still 
haven't found a mask I love singing in yet!? said 
Mr. Cutler.

What about the curriculum? What kind of projects 
have been affected by this online style of learning? 
?We all know schools work better and students 
learn better face to face and in person.  ?It feels so 
exciting to have a full complement of students 
every day all the time in person. It kind of helps to 

get you in the zone,? said 7-2 science teacher Ms. 
Marks. 

There were some things that were worked out 
online- maybe even a litt le better. ?We did a research project and presentation that seems to 
have been even better online/remote/hybrid,? said Mr. Cutler. ?I think I can speak openly that it 
was wonderful to be able to get a bathroom break, to have a snack, to go for a walk. To have that 
flexibility was amazing and it is just not something public schools in Newton prioritize. 

However, there were also plenty of challenges that online learning posed. ?Spring 2020 was 
really hard because it all happened so fast. it was really a matter of "quick, teach online and here 
we go."I felt I did some things well and other things were just rushed and messy,? said Mr. Cutler. 
?The technology [was the most difficult part], said Ms. Marks. When asked about adjusting back 
to school full t ime or the changes to the kids' behaviors Ms Marks responded that  ?Everyone?s 
really stepping up now. It was more dicey in the beginning of the year, but everyone?s finally 
found their place and I think they?re more comfortable.?  Ms. Whalen agreed. ?In September, I 
think adjusting to a full day of in person school was tiring for a lot of students. I notice in class 
that students are more appreciative and eager to be in school learning with their friends,? she 
said.



Laptop Distribution
Ira S. and Tony W.

Distance learning brought many changes upon us. Perhaps one of the changes we are still most 
affected by is the beginnings of 1:1 laptop distribution. Both students and teachers voiced widely 
varying opinions on this topic.

The consensus around laptops was that working on paper is preferable to working online, with 
33% saying that that was their favorite form of work. Other notable choices include 25% saying it 
depends on the specific kind of work, 17% saying they like both, and 17% saying they prefer 
online. All students said that they frequently use their laptops for classwork. 92% said they used 
their computers for written work, like essays or worksheets, 92% said they used them for study 
games like Quizlet Live, Kahoot!, or Gimkit, and 92% also said they used them for projects like 
slideshows or essays. 83% said they use their laptops for 
research, 83% said they do general homework on them, and 75% 
said they have used them to take quizzes or tests. As a whole, 
students also think that devices will be a big part of the future of 
learning, with 75% saying that they agree, and the rest saying 
they weren?t sure. Overall, students have positive opinions on 
laptops at Oak Hill, and think that the continuation of their 
distribution through schools is a good thing.

When asked about how laptops are intended to be used in 
day-to-day teaching and learning, Oak Hill Principal Dr. 
Harutunian said that it depends on the teacher. He says that he 
has seen teachers use them for everything from math quizzes to 
world language practice. He also explained that one of the main 
reasons behind the decision to continue 1:1 laptop distribution 
is ease of access to computers. He added that previously, teachers had to go through a 
time-consuming process in order to check out laptop carts for their students. He said that this 
created a difficult situation for teachers where there was never certainty about whether laptops 
would be available. Dr. Harutunian also said that laptop distribution is greatly beneficial for both 
teachers and students. Teachers and faculty are able to learn how to ?integrate more technology 
into [their] lessons?, and students are able to learn ?how you can be critical about the 
information that you gather?, and learn how to look for and vet reliable sources. 

Teachers also added their thoughts. Mr. Bueno said that he strongly prefers for students to work 
on paper or with their hands than on computers. He reflects this in his teaching by minimizing 
laptop use in his class, especially after the years of distance learning we?ve had to endure. He 
also reiterated Dr. Harutunian?s point about the many inconveniences faced with laptop carts, 
and contrasted that with the simplicity of all students having laptops. Ms. Wilson said she would 
rather avoid using computers because people spent so much time last year on the computer. 
She wants to get back to being able to encourage the students to make the most of being in 
class together and talk to each other, interact with each other, work in groups, and work 
individually without the extra distractions in this room. Overall, it seems that most are in 
agreement that laptop distribution has been a positive change to Oak Hill's classrooms.



The Transition From Remote to In Person
Emily H. and Eva L.

As everyone will likely remember for the rest of their lives, last year all students had online 
classes due to COVID-19. Some of them switched to hybrid in November, but others stayed 
distanced for the entire year. Now that school has reopened and everyone has returned to in 
person learning, everybody is adjusting in different ways.

Students who participated in remote learning talked about how it felt to be back at school. Some 
said that it felt ?great?, ?kinda weird,? and ?very exciting and strange at the same time.? One 
student thought it was nice that they could ?actually communicate with people now, and 
socialize.?  Upon returning in person, some students were surprised about how the environment 
and the people they know are so different now, as well as how it ?feels like [they] just missed a 
full two years of [their] life.? Seeing the new addition to the building was also surprising.

Everybody agreed that they preferred in person to online learning. Their favorite things about 
being back included getting to use the library again and 
actually seeing and talking to other students and teachers. In 
contrast, they found it difficult to get used to things like the 
earlier start time and moving around to get to different 
classes. One student said they ?miss the turn off camera 
button.? 

Some of their favorite things about being online was ?being 
home in general? and ?seeing [their] family throughout the 
day?. Students also particularly liked waking up a minute 
before school started and eating any time they wanted.

One person thought the biggest difference between distance and in person learning was that in 
person ?you get to be more connected to your work and your teachers, and you understand 
your work better.? Another said that the learning quality was very different, and yet another felt 
that ?[they could] actually focus and [could] actually learn.? Students also thought that when they 
are in person they understand the work better and that it is a much better learning environment 
in general.

Life during quarantine was difficult, but everyone made it through and is slowly but surely easing 
back into life before the pandemic.

 



The Library is Back

Brian C. and Alexander H.

The Oak Hill Library has always been the heart of our school. After being closed for the last year 
and a half due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it is now back and up and running! The library has and 
will continue among other things to offer many book-themed activities, March Book Madness 
and summer reading recommendations, which are updated yearly. 

The pandemic introduced a new program called ?Remote Book 
Checkout.? Students could request books remotely through a 
Google Form. ?The school did a great job handling the library in the 
pandemic. First, a student placed a hold using the Destiny catalog. 
The book was checked out for them and delivered to their 
homeroom,? said Ms. Stehle, the school librarian.

The now seven-year-old ?One Theme, Many Books? (now known as 
?One School, One Book?) program is a library-sponsored, 
school-wide activity in which the whole school reads one or 
multiple books over the summer and participates in activities and 
discussions based on the book during the school year. The event 
had a very positive response. ¨ I think it 's a great way to make 

people engage more in reading and I 
think it 's a good experience for everyone!? said Library Task 
Force member Victor L. 

Ms. Stehle has and continues to supply us with many 
recommendations for good books to read, including Class Act, 
the sequel to Newberry-Award Winning New Kid, A Wish in the 
Dark, and the Scythe series. 

Another big part of the library is the Library Task Force. These 
students deliver books that have been placed on hold, run the 
circulation desk (checking out/ in books) and shelve and 
recommend books to other students. ?They build up the culture 
of reading,? said Ms. Stehle. 

The Library worked really hard to stay functional throughout the 
pandemic. ?We divided ourselves into departments, and each 

did its own part - from challenge of the week to book recommendations to book delivery. We 
met over Zoom and organized activities for the Oak Hill Library Schoology group,? says Victor L, a 
Task Force member. The Library Task Force was slightly disbanded during the hybrid program. 
?We weren't allowed to help until we were fully in person,? said Anya K., another Task Force 
member. 

 With the return of the library, it feels like Oak Hill is on the road to normalcy!



Boundless Adventures
Brian C.

Who doesn?t love a good field trip? On November 1st and 4th, 8th graders had the chance to go 
to Boundless Adventures after an hour-long bus trip, to zip-line across trees and have fun. 

The heights and challenges were breathtaking for some 
students, as many of them began to challenge themselves 
after the beginning levels with higher difficulty courses. Some 
obstacles were challenging, such as walking across tightropes 
and wobbling logs. Some parts were exhilarating and fun like 
the zip-lines, and others that gave real challenge even to the 
most experienced of athletes Such as the ?black? course, 
which is a difficult course that few dared to try, while others 
simply ran out of time.  

The experience is something for everyone, from the yellow 
beginner courses to the black expert courses. Most people 
started doing a green intermediate course being able to get 
to the advanced blue courses. There were few who did the 
black courses but most did the blue and green courses. 
There have been positive reviews of the trip from both 
teachers and students. 

?I think students really enjoyed the challenge, but also the team-building aspect,? said Mrs. 
Kappel about the trip. ?I loved it, it was something new and refreshing,? said Victor L

From the positive reviews and also the overall mood of everyone, this is certainly a field trip to 
remember.



After School Clubs
Sophia M. and Connor H.

After school, are you lying around, with nothing to do? If so, join a club! After school clubs often 
require no previous experience or special talents. These clubs can be experiences to make new 
friends, hang out with old friends, or to just have fun. There are many different types of clubs for 
many different people. If you're an artist, you can join Crafts with Ms. Hamilton. Or, maybe 
you?re a sports person. If that is true, join Volleyball with Mr. Cutler. Or, maybe you're both! 

One club you can do is Crafts with Ms. Hamilton. This is a club to do things with your hands. 
From using recycled materials to making jewelry boxes, this club has it all! Ms. Hamilton has 
been advising this club since the Fall of 2017. Ms. Hamilton says this is a good club for you if you 
like making anything that has to do with art, or want to be an artist when they grow up or just 
want to have fun. According to Ms. Hamilton ?This club is both relaxing and fun!?. This club takes 
place on Mondays and Thursdays from  2:30 to 4:00. 

f your interest takes you to a sports club, you might want to try badminton. In Badminton Club 
you learn about how to play badminton.  According to teacher advisor Ms. Myers, you don?t need 
any physical strength and it is very easy to play. There is also Connections Club. This club brings 
together many students from Oak Hill to get to know each other. It is a great place to make new 
friends while making yummy food such as Oreo cheesecake balls and so much more! In the past 
there have been fun activities such as painted pumpkins crafts, games, outside, kahoots,and  
Jeopardy! If interested in club offerings, make sure you check out Mr. Haratunian's parent letters 
sharing what is available for the month.



Oak Hill Times Editorial

Crampways
Victor L.

The hallways, our only way to travel throughout the school, are starting to look like traffic on the 
Mass Pike during the summer. In short, they're cramped. Very cramped. But why? After all, if 
everyone just keeps moving, how could they possibly get cramped? The hallways are so large.  
Well, there are multiple factors?  

Factor 1: timing. When the bell rings, basically all teachers dismiss their classes. Sure, some may 
do it a tad later, and some students might be slow on the way out, but it 's as if there were no 
traffic lights and all cars went at once: chaos. Doorways get blocked, people bump into each 
other, and movement is slowed. 

Factor 2: Clumps of people. Now, let?s re-imagine our road. It?s slow and you can barely move. 
Now, let 's add a new factor to that. Imagine some cars on the road stopping. They start honking 
at each other, and some of the drivers hop out of cars to talk. 
This is what 's happening in our halls. While talking to friends, 
groups of people walk slowly or just stop walking. Now if they 
kept moving and talking that would be fine, but they don?t, they 
do the opposite and slow down an already slow movement. 

Factor 3: people going the opposite way. Let?s return to our road. 
Suddenly, cars appear in front of you and start heading in your 
direction. Some cars need to go to the building behind you, so 
they take the only road and drive towards you. This is the event 
that is happening in the halls. Students need to go to classes that 
are in the opposite direction as other classes. This forces people 
to bump into each other and continues to slow movement, 
because instead of a slow trek, they have to sometimes stop 
completely to let the other people go by.

What can we do? We need to understand the very layout of the school. There are many main 
hallways, of course, but there are also stairways that lead to other places, be it at the end of the 
7th grade hallway, the stairway at the end of the 6-2 hallway, or stairways side by side that go 
from top to bottom. The short answer though is we can just keep moving, not stop in the middle 
of the hallway when talking to friends, and try to get to our next class as quickly as possible. 
There's nothing we can do about timing, but signals to when a class can and can't go can greatly 
benefit this situation as well.

With these strategies we can go from being the Mass Pike in the middle of summer to a 
smoothly flowing freeway!
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Have a Great 
Vacation!
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